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Address Islamic state issue objectively: Kit Siang
By: Ng Kee Seng (Fri, 11 Jun 2004) 

KUALA LUMPUR: Opposition leader and DAP chairman Lim Kit Siang said on Friday it is important 
for Parliament to be able to address the Islamic State issue objectively and rationally.

"If we cannot address it in Parliament, where else (can we)? Let's do it in a sober manner," he said when 
asked to respond to Deputy Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Abdul Razak's statement that it was not 
proper for him to question the status of Malaysia as an Islamic country because it is accepted by all 
Malaysians irrespective of religion.

Umno Youth executive council member in charge of religious secretariat Shamsul Najmi Shamsuddin had
also reminded Lim to be careful when making statements about Islam which could tarnish the image of 
Islam and cause disunity among the community.

Lim said: "I am very careful about what I said about Islam and the Islamic State in Parliament and this is
why I will not allow anyone, including Utusan Malaysia and (national news agency) Bernama, to distort 
what I had said.

"For the record, I made the salient point in Parliament on Wednesday that my statement that the social 
contract reached by the major communities on Merdeka in 1957 that Malaysia is a secular democracy 
with Islam as the official religion but not an Islamic State is the position which had been publicly 
articulated by the first three prime ministers of Malaysia, namely Tunku Abdul Rahman, Tun (Abdul) 
Razak and Tun Hussein Onn.

"I also explained in Parliament that the secular Malaysia intended by the founding fathers and the first 
three prime ministers never meant an anti-Islam or anti-religion Malaysia, but one where the best values 
of all the great religions to be found in Malaysia guide the nation-building process which is restated by 
the 1970 Rukunegara.

"Utusan Malaysia has carried distorted and critical reports which I deem inflammatory and 
irresponsible. I am waiting for the Hansard of Wednesday's proceeding ... to decide whether to refer 
Utusan Malaysia to the Committee of Privileges ...," he added.

Lim said he did not question why the head of government in Malaysia is a Muslim, which reflects the 
political realities in Malaysia.

"But I had questioned why the government is staking a position that the prime minister must be a Muslim 
in accordance with its definition of an Islamic State, when the Federal Constitution is very clear that the 
post is open to all Malaysians, regardless of race or religion."

Lim said: "Only on Monday, when Suaram presented its Human Rights Report to the government and 
opposition in Parliament, I remarked that I had a double-major under the Internal Security Act (ISA), and
I do not know whether I would be doing a tripos. With Utusan Malaysia's front-page headline yesterday 
(Thursday), many are worried I might be heading for a Tripos under the ISA.

"Going by its past record, the Utusan Malaysia front-page report is the first step of a setup to prepare for 
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a political onslaught remiscent of the political onslaughts over the Suqiu controversy 2000 or as far back 
as 1987 before the clampdown with mass ISA arrests under Operation Lalang.

"These fears have been proven right by the Utusan Malaysia today (Friday) which carried another 
front-page headline with the incendiary warning to me 'Jangan bermain api' (Don't play with fire).

"It is Utusan that should stop playing with fire."

Asked whether he feared the prospect of being detained under the ISA for the third time, Lim said: "I will 
take it as it comes."

--- end ---


